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March 3, 2022 
 
Chairman John Bartow 
Town of Milton Planning Board 
503 Geyser Road 
Ballston Spa, NY 12020 
 
Chairwoman Meg Soden 
Town of Milton Zoning Board 
503 Geyser Road 
Ballston Spa, NY 12020 
 
Re: Milton Solar Farm Special Use Permit and Area Variance 
 
Dear Chairman Bartow, Chairwoman Soden and Planning & Zoning Board Members: 
 
As the property owners on MacArthur Drive whose residences border directly on the proposed 
site of the Milton Solar Farm Project (Tax ID:176.-2-21), we are writing this letter for the 
consideration of you and the Milton Planning and Zoning Board members.  Of note, our 
residences are zoned R1 and, to our knowledge, the Milton Solar Farm Project will be the first 
light industrial use of its kind adjacent to a residence with this zoning, if approved. 
 
While we do not have a particular concern with the use of this parcel for a solar farm, for which 
a Special Use Permit and Area Variance is required and sought, we do have significant concerns 
about the proposed proximity to our property lines and the resulting significant negative impact 
on the enjoyment of our homes, character of the neighborhood, and property values.  As 
discussed in further detail below, and based on a review of applicable Town of Milton Code and 
other similar projects approved by the Milton Planning Board, we respectfully request the 
following: 

1. The minimum setback distance from the property lines on MacArthur Drive to the solar 
array be increased from 100 feet to 300 feet.   

2. A corresponding increase in the distance between the property lines on MacArthur 
Drive and the proposed seven-foot-tall chain-link fence be increased from 
approximately 80 feet to 280 feet. 

3. That the Planning Board stipulate that no trees be disturbed within 250 feet of the 
property lines on MacArthur Drive.  This will allow room for construction of the fence 
and solar arrays while maximizing, to the extent practical, the natural screening 
provided. 

 
Based on our review of the Milton Town Code, we believe the following requirements to be 
particularly pertinent: 
Part II, Chapter 180, Article VII Special Permit Uses states, in part: 

§ 180-41 C. The location, nature and height of the buildings, walls and fences and the 
nature and intensity of intended operations will not discourage the appropriate 
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development and use of adjacent land and buildings nor impair the value thereof. 
(emphasis added) 

 
§ 180-41 I. The character and appearance of the proposed use, buildings, structures 
and/or outdoor signs shall be in general harmony with the character and appearance 
of the surrounding neighborhood, shall not be more objectionable to nearby 
properties by reason of noise, fumes, vibration or flashing lights than would the 
operations of any permitted principal use and shall not adversely affect the general 
welfare of the inhabitants of the Town of Milton. (emphasis added) 

 
It is the judgment of those owning adjacent residences on MacArthur Drive that the installation 
of a solar farm in close proximity to our properties will “impair the value” of our properties and 
is not at all “in general harmony with the character and appearance of the surrounding 
neighborhood” and is “more objectionable” than the “permitted principal use”.  This judgment 
is based on the following: 
 

1. The planned distance between our property lines and the solar array is a mere 100 feet 
(see Special Use Permit Application, Attachment F “Site Plans”, Sheet C-06).  Per the 
cover letter to the Special Use Permit Application cover letter, dated December 1, 2021, 
“The PV systems will be comprised of fix pole mounted panels with an average height of 
9 feet, and a maximum height of 12 feet, above grade”.  Based on the size and number 
of these panels, they will be clearly visible from the backyards and backyard-facing 
windows of our homes, especially during the months with no tree foliage.   

2. A 7-foot tall chain-link fence will be erected around the entirety of the solar installation.  
While the exact dimension is not shown, this fence appears to be approximately 20 feet 
outside the solar array perimeter (see Special Use Permit Application, Attachment F 
“Site Plans”, Sheet C-06).  Therefore, this fence is planned to be only approximately 80 
feet from our property lines.  This fence will be clearly visible from the backyards and 
backyard-facing windows of our homes, especially during the months with no tree 
foliage.  Please see pictures below. 

3. The clearing plan (see Special Use Permit Application, Attachment F “Site Plans”, Sheet 
C-04) shows forested clearing occurring just up to the perimeter fence line.  However, it 
is likely that in order to provide the necessary space for fence installation that trees will 
be cleared beyond this perimeter and closer to our property lines.  Additionally, unless 
considerable care is taken to fell trees in the correct direction, west in this case, 
additional trees outside the clearing plan zone will be likely be impacted.  Both of these 
factors will result in reduced screening between our properties and the solar farm and 
fence line. 

4. Based on a review of Planning Board documents available on the town’s website, since 
the beginning of 2020 no solar farm has been constructed adjacent to properties zoned 
R1.  In fact, we are not aware of any solar farm ever approved in the Town of Milton 
that abuts residences zoned R1.  The proposed Milton Solar Farm Project abuts 
properties zoned R1 along the entirety of its eastern and southern borders.  Contrary to 
the Milton Town Code regarding special use permits that the solar farm, defined by the 
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code as a “light industrial use”, “shall not be more objectionable to nearby properties… 
than would the operations of any permitted principal use”, a large solar farm 
constructed close to our property lines is certainly more objectionable than single family 
homes constructed on 5-acre lots or other uses permitted by the Milton Town Code.   

5. The total Full Market Value of our five properties, as determined by the town assessor 
and documented in the 2021 Final Assessment Roll, is nearly $2.3 million with a 
combined Taxable Value of over $1.94 million.  When these homes were originally 
constructed, the builder charged a “lot premium” due to the fact these properties 
border land zoned R2 with a minimum lot size of 5 acres, therefore minimizing the 
impact future construction would have on the enjoyment of our property.    These 
homes were designed to take advantage of this fact and, therefore, maximize backyard 
views. 
These homes have been, and will continue to be, used to raise our families and 
numerous families in the future.  The construction of a solar farm so close to our 
properties will have a damaging and long-lasting impact on our properties and the 
neighborhood for many years to come. 

6. Due to the lack of an adequate simulation of the visual impact to our properties, as 
discussed in detail below, we took it upon ourselves to attempt to determine some 
semblance of the visual impact the solar farm, as planned, will have.  The following 
pictures were taken from various vantage points at 932 and 934 MacArthur Drive.  All 
pictures were taken with no magnification and represent what objects look like to the 
naked eye when standing in the locations cited.   
A large cardboard box cut to a length of 7 feet, consistent with the height of the 
proposed chain-link fence, was placed at two locations along the planned fence line as 
depicted in Special Use Permit Application, Attachment F “Site Plans”, Sheet C-06.  
While a brown cardboard box does not do justice to the scale of a continuous fence or 
the rows of large solar panels taller than the fence itself, the pictures below make clear 
that the project will be clearly visible from inside and outside our residences.  It should 
also be noted that these pictures do not take into account the clearing plan (see Special 
Use Permit Application, Attachment F “Site Plans”, Sheet C-04), resulting in the carboard 
box blending into the background much more than the solar farm will.  In other words, 
this was a very conservative simulation of visual impact.  
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932 MacArthur Drive: Middle of Great Room 
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932 MacArthur Drive: Breakfast Nook 
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932 MacArthur Drive: Guest Bedroom Window 
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932 MacArthur Drive: Upstairs Hallway 
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932 MacArthur Drive: Primary Bedroom Window 
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932 MacArthur Drive: Sunroom French Door 
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932 MacArthur Drive: Pool Deck 
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934 MacArthur Drive: Patio (~5 feet from back of house) 
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934 MacArthur Drive: Screened Gazebo 
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It is our judgement that the lack of appropriate setback between our properties and the solar 
farm will create a significant eyesore and, in fact, a prison-like atmosphere in our backyards 
resulting in a significant negative impact to our properties and families. 
 
It should be noted that our judgement is supported and independently corroborated by the 
following: 
 

1. On December 14, 2021, MY Engineering and Land Surveying, P.C. issued a letter to the 
Milton Planning Board regarding the special use permit application submitted for the 
Milton Solar Farm Project.  This letter includes the following comments: 

3.d. Impact on Aesthetic Resources – the proposed action may be visible from 
publicly accessible vantage points or may be drastically dissimilar from other 
visible activities in the area. Further, it is proposed to remove a potential 
substantial amount of tree cover, making the project visible to rear properties 
along MacArthur Drive. Visual simulations from critical viewsheds should be 
developed. Further, a glare analysis should be prepared to ensure that there are 
no adverse ocular impacts. The glare analysis should examine route receptors, 
observation point receptors and any potential airports within a reasonable 
distance of the installation (2 miles). For all prior solar applications, the Town has 
conducted a site visit to determine whether site specific visual mitigation 
measures are warranted.  
 
Visual Impact Report: 23. The Visual Impact Report provides no simulations of 
the build condition from critical vantage points, namely the rear properties along 
MacArthur Drive. Any simulations developed should consider a leaf off condition 
which occurs for up to six months a year. Leaf off condition would be a worst-
case condition and to also determine whether any screening would be necessary 
to mitigate adverse visual impacts.  

 
This independent assessment that the solar farm is “drastically dissimilar from other 
visible activities in the area” emphatically supports our assertion that this project is not 
“in general harmony with the character and appearance of the surrounding 
neighborhood” and is “more objectionable” than the “permitted principal use” as 
discussed in the Milton Town Code. 
 
In response to these comments, representatives of Milton Solar, LLC issued a letter, 
dated January 4, 2022 which states, “Atlas & CM: Visual assessment report including 
visual simulations will be submitted prior to the next Planning Board Meeting” and 
“Atlas & CM: Applicant will provide an updated simulation of the build condition from 
critical vantage points prior to the next Planning Board meeting”, respectively. 
 
In February 2022, “Visual Impact Supplement – MacArthur Dr (“VIS”) was issued by 
Milton Solar, LLC.  Pictures used for this simulation were taken on November 22, 2021.  
While these simulations were developed with trees in the leaf off condition in 
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accordance with the comment provided, there are a number of critical issues that 
significantly detract from the accuracy of this simulation:  

a. Location: Despite the comment specifically stating “The Visual Impact Report 
provides no simulations of the build condition from critical vantage points, 
namely the rear properties along MacArthur Drive”, the pictures used for the 
simulation were taken from the road in front of the properties in question.  It is 
our belief that the impact on adjacent properties required to be considered for a 
Special Use Permit is primarily for the protection of the affected property 
owners, not members of the general public who may be driving or walking past 
the affected residences. 

b. Camera Angle: In most cases, the angle from which the pictures are taken does 
not provide a true representation of the visual impact of the solar farm, even 
along MacArthur Drive itself.  For example, Simulated Condition “P4” is from 
quite a distance away from the affected property and Simulated Conditions “P6” 
and “P7” are not taken from an angle looking perpendicular from the road 
between the affected houses.  In fact, Simulated Condition “P7” is taken from 
directly in front of 932 MacArthur Drive angled back toward 934 MacArthur 
Drive, nearly completely obscuring the area behind these houses. 

c. Tree Density: Each of these simulations fails to take into account the proposed 
clearing plan.  The visual impact of the solar farm is a function of the setback and 
screening between the adjacent properties and the solar installation as well as 
the complete lack of any trees at all within the installation.  Therefore, by taking 
“as is” pictures of the current tree density and overlaying the chain-link fence on 
them, the true visual impact is drastically lessened. 

Each of these factors (location, camera angle and tree density) taken together 
significantly under-represent just how significant the visual impact this project, as 
planned, will have on our properties.  Therefore, we consider that the comments 
provided by MY Engineering and Land Surveying, P.C. have not been sufficiently 
resolved. 

 
It is unclear to us whether the Town has conducted, or is planning to conduct, a site visit 
as has been done for all prior solar installations.  If a site visit is planned, we respectfully 
request this occur in the very near future so the visual impact can be assessed with trees 
in their leaf off condition. 

 
2. We reviewed the results of several recent independent analyses which demonstrate 

that solar installations negatively impact residential property values.  The most 
comprehensive study assessed 419,258 real estate transactions over the course of 15 
years in both Massachusetts and Rhode Island.  The results indicated a 5% decline in 
values of properties situated within one to three miles of a solar installation and a 7% 
decline for residences situated closer than one mile.  The authors of this study 
concluded “A utility-scale solar development is clearly not a compatible use within an 
established residential area.” (Gaur, V. and C. Lang. (2020). Property Value Impacts of Commercial-Scale 

Solar Energy in Massachusetts and Rhode Island. University of Rhode Island Cooperative Extension.)  It should be 
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noted that the study authors did not find a similar decline in property values for 
installations situated in highly rural areas or on landfills.   

 
We consider that both the independent assessment performed by MY Engineering and Land 
Surveying, P.C. and the results of independent analyses on impacts of solar farms on adjacent 
residential property values provide strong backing to our claims.  Taken together, these sources 
support our assertion that, based on the inadequate setback between the solar farm and our 
residences, the installation of a solar farm in close proximity to our (zoned R1) properties will 
“impair the value” of our property and is not “in general harmony with the character and 
appearance of the surrounding neighborhood”. 
 
We believe that in considering what the appropriate setback from our residences to the solar 
farm should be, a comparison with other similar projects approved by the Milton Planning 
Board may be helpful.  Therefore, we respectfully submit the following information for the 
Planning Board to consider.  Wherever possible, sources are cited for the information provided. 
 

1. The Site Plan and Special Use Permit for a solar farm at 781 Route 29, proposed by 
Active Solar, was approved by the Milton Planning Board on April 21, 2021.  The Project 
Narrative, available on the town’s website, states “The visibility of the array is not 
anticipated to have a negative impact on adjacent properties. Please see the aerial plan 
included with this submission that depicts the array in relation to the surrounding 
properties. The closest residences to the south of the array are approximately 415 feet 
away from the array (~322’ from the property line). A wooded area is situated between 
the array and the residences. The array is approximately 630’ away from the closest 
structure on the property located east of the project site. The properties to the north 
and west are all wooded.”  This project has a setback that is over three times the 
setback afforded the residential property owners under the current Milton Solar Farm 
plan.  Of note, none of the adjacent residents contested or spoke at the public hearing 
for this project. 

2. The Site Plan and Special Use Permit for a solar farm extension at 830 Murray Road, 
proposed by Active Solar, was approved by the Milton Planning Board on July 21, 2021.  
According to the project narrative, this solar farm was constructed directly adjacent to 
an active sand and gravel mine.  The Project Narrative, available on the town’s website, 
states “The visibility of the array is not anticipated to have a negative impact on 
adjacent properties.  Please see aerial plan included with this submission that depicts 
the array in relation to the surrounding properties.  The closest residences (project 
landowner) to the east of the array is approximately 525 feet away from the array.  A 
wooded area is situated between the array and the residence.  The array is 
approximately 425 feet away from the closest structure on the property located 
northeast of the project site.  There is also a wooded area between the area and these 
houses.  Additionally, a berm will be constructed in the northwest corner of the project 
site that will further block the view of the residents to the northwest”.  Within the site 
plan drawings, dated April 7, 2021, available on the town’s website, the layout materials 
& grading plan (Sheet LMG-1) depicts approximately 160 feet of buffer between the 
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chain-link fence surrounding the solar farm and the nearest property line located 
northeast of the project site.  According to Planning Board Meeting Minutes available on 
town’s website, during the public hearing for this project held on May 19, 2021 the 
owner of an adjacent residence northeast of the project site remarked, “We were 
fearful of how much land would be cleared. After speaking with Mr. Lewis, we are happy 
to hear that they will be leaving the trees, so that the panels are not visible from our 
properties. We are satisfied with the berms and coverage”.   
The homeowner’s statement that the “panels are not visible from our properties” and 
the distance between the solar farm and the adjacent residences stand in stark contrast 
to the Milton Solar Farm Project as currently planned.  The residences on MacArthur 
Drive are approximately 150 feet from the property line in question.  Therefore, the 
residences on MacArthur Drive are approximately 230 feet from the planned solar farm 
fence line and the closest structure to the fence line at 934 MacArthur Drive, a screened 
gazebo, is approximately 145 feet from the planned fence line.  These buffers are 
significantly less than those afforded the adjacent residences to the Murray Road 
project. 

3. The Site Plan and Special Use Permit for a solar farm at 6654 Middle Grove Road, 
proposed by Renesola Power Holdings LLC, was conditionally approved by the Milton 
Planning Board on August 18, 2021.  This solar farm was constructed on a closed landfill 
site.  Within the site plan drawings, dated July 2021, available on the town’s website, 
the site plan (Sheet C-102) depicts approximately 300 feet of buffer between the chain-
link fence surrounding the solar farm and the nearest property of an adjacent residence.  
There is a minimum of a 20-foot setback from the fence to the array.  It should be noted 
that this residence is owned by the same individual (E. Austro) who owns the land on 
which the solar farm was built.  The buffer between the chain-link fence surrounding the 
solar farm and the nearest property of an adjacent residence owned by someone other 
than E. Austro is approximately 400 feet.  Additionally, within the site plan drawings, 
dated July 2021, available on the town’s website, the aerial plan (Sheet C-101) shows 
approximately 500 feet of buffer between the chain-link fence and the nearest two 
residences.  Again, this buffer is significantly more than the buffer currently planned 
between our property lines and residences and the Milton Solar Farm Project fence line 
(approximately 80 feet and 230 feet, respectively). 

 
Please see Table 1 below for a summary of this information and a comparison to the planned 
Milton Solar Farm Project and the setback modifications we request above.  All measurements 
are taken directly from submitted plans as cited above and assume the array is approximately 
20 feet within the fence line (e.g., a description of a residence 425 feet away from the solar 
array yields a distance of 405 feet from the fence line). 
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Table 1:  
Comparison of Recent Planning Board Approved Solar Farms to Milton Solar Farm Project Plan 

and Proposed Plan Changes 
 

Solar Farm Project Minimum Distance 
between Residential 

Property Line and 
Solar Farm Fence Line 

Minimum Distance 
between Residence 
Structure and Solar 

Farm Fence Line 

Zone of 
adjacent 

residential 
property 

781 Route 29 ~302 feet ~395 feet R2 

830 Murray Road 
Extension 

~160 feet* ~405 feet R2 

6654 Middle Grove 
Road 

~300 feet** ~500 feet R2 

Average of Previous 
Projects 

~254 feet ~433 feet All R2 

Milton Solar Farm 
Project (as planned) 

~80 feet ~230 feet*** R1 

Milton Solar Farm 
Project (as proposed 

above) 
~280 feet**** ~430 feet R1 

* ~25-foot wide berm installed to block view  
** ~400 feet for nearest residential property owner other than owner of solar farm property 
*** Nearest non-residence structure (screened gazebo) is 145 feet from fence line 
**** Minimum setback to solar array equipment is proposed to be 300 feet 
 
We fully understand that increasing the minimum setback distance from the property line on 
MacArthur Drive to the solar array from 100 feet to 300 feet as proposed above, and consistent 
with other similar projects, will have an impact on the proposed solar farm.  Therefore, utilizing 
Special Use Permit Application, Attachment F “Site Plans”, Sheets C-05 and C06, we have 
attempted to quantify the estimated impact on the MW output and ground coverage ratio of 
the solar farm if the new setback is implemented.  It should be noted that a larger setback 
along the east side of the project will impact a relatively small portion of the overall perimeter 
of the project since its dimensions along the north-south boundary are considerably smaller 
than the east-west dimensions. 
 
Special Use Permit Application, Attachment F “Site Plans”, Sheets C-05 and C06 depict the solar 
arrays primarily in 100-foot long sections.  It should be noted that whether these are the actual 
section dimensions or not is immaterial to the analysis below since it relies on a simple ratio of 
the total surface area of the arrays as planned versus the total surface area of the arrays as 
reduced by the increased setback sought.  A manual count of the total number of equivalent 
100-foot sections of solar array planned yields 220 sections.  The reduction in solar panel 
surface area due to the increased setback to the properties on MacArthur Drive, as depicted in 
Figure A below, equates to 33.5 equivalent 100-foot sections. 
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Figure A: Modified Sheet C-06 Based on Equipment Setback Increase from 100 feet to 300 feet 

 

 
            
                : Solar arrays to be removed due to increased equipment setback 

 
Therefore, an estimated impact on MW output and ground cover ratio can be calculated as 
follows: 
 
(220 – 33.5) / 220 = 0.848 = 84.8%, or a reduction in total solar array surface area of 15.2% 
 
5MW x 0.848 = 4.24MW, assuming power output is directly proportional to array surface area 
 
18.15% ground cover ratio x 0.848 = 15.39%* 
 
*It should be noted that this calculation excludes any contribution to the ground cover ratio 
from equipment other than the solar arrays 
 
While we are not equipped to determine the economic impact to the project owner from the 
reduction in MW output, the resulting 4.24MW output is close to the economically viable 
4.35MW output rating of the 781 Route 29 solar farm.  Additionally, while the estimated 
ground cover ratio is still over the maximum limit set by the Milton Town Code (10%) it is 
considerably closer than the current variance request before the Milton Zoning Board (18.15%). 
 

300 FT EQUIPMENT SETBACK 
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While not related to our primary concern of solar farm visual impact to our properties, we have 
the following additional comments on the information we have reviewed: 
 

1. Milton Town Code, Part II, Chapter 180, Article VI, § 180-39.6 “Solar energy 
installations”, B.(1) states, in part, “Development of solar energy systems provides an 
excellent opportunity for the reuse of brownfields and landfills throughout the Town…”.  
In keeping with this principle, the solar farm at 6654 Middle Grove Road was 
constructed on a closed landfill while the solar farm at 830 Murray Road was 
constructed on property with an active sand and gravel mine.  In contrast to this, the 
Milton Solar Farm Project is planned to be built on a plot that is mostly forested and 
contains multiple wetland-designated areas.  According to the Special Use Permit 
Application, Attachment F “Site Plans”, Sheets C-03 and C-04, 15.35 acres of forested 
land will be cleared to support construction of the solar farm.  Meanwhile, the solar 
farms recently approved by the Planning Board required much less forest clearing (3.25 
acres of forest clearing at 781 Route 29, 4.35 acres of forest clearing for the extension at 
830 Murray Road, and no forest clearing at 6654 Middle Grove Road).  While solar 
energy is considered a “green” energy source, its construction in a location that has such 
a large negative impact on the environment should be considered.  The Special Use 
Permit application, Attachment D, Section B.g., identifies that NYSDEC approval is 
required for this project.  We respectfully request the Planning Board consider the 
negative environmental impact of developing this piece of land for the light industrial 
use planned and providing time for the public to review any written determination of 
environmental impact made by NYSDEC or any other independent organization. 

2. The Special Use Permit application is inconsistent when discussing the average and 
maximum height of the solar array.  The cover letter states, “The PV systems will be 
comprised of fix pole mounted panels with an average height of 9 feet, and a maximum 
height of 12 feet, above grade” while page 4 of Attachment C states, “The PV systems 
will be comprised of fix pole mounted panels with an average height of 8 feet, and a 
maximum height of 10 feet, above grade”.  We respectfully request the actual 
dimensions be clarified. 

3. The Special Use Permit application, Attachment D, Section D.2.e.iii. indicates 
stormwater runoff will be directed to on-site stormwater management facilities.  
However, it is unclear to us what impact the solar farm will have on the water table on 
our properties.  Many of the areas surrounding our properties are wetlands and it is 
common to have standing water on the rear of our properties throughout the Spring 
season.  Any increase in water ingress, or reduction in water egress, is likely to 
negatively impact our properties.  It is possible the increased setback requested above 
will alleviate this concern, but we respectfully request this concern be evaluated. 

4. Comment #3 in the letter issued to the Milton Planning Board regarding the Milton Solar 
Farm Project by MY Engineering and Land Surveying, P.C. on December 14, 2021 
discusses the importance of adherence to the Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan 
(SWPPP) to minimize impacts on land and surface water.  In response to these 
comments, representatives of Milton Solar, LLC issued a letter, dated January 4, 2022 
which states, “Atlas & CM: Applicant will obtain coverage and adhere to all 
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requirements of the SPDES General Permit and SWPPP”.  However, Special Use Permit 
application, Attachment C, Part 1, Paragraph 4 (page 5) states, in part, “No SWPPP is 
required for this project as site disturbances will be less than one acre”.  We respectfully 
request the actual SWPPP requirements and how they will be applied to this project be 
clarified.  

5. All tables within the Special Use Permit application, Attachment C, Part 2 include 
“Delmar Solar Farm” in the header of column 2.  While we believe this to likely be a 
typographical error, we respectfully request the information provided in these tables be 
verified. 

6. The Special Use Permit application, Attachment D, Section D.2.l.ii. indicates there are 
“no manned hours of operation” during solar farm operations.  Special Use Permit 
application, Attachment C, Part 1, Paragraph 4 (page 4) states “No staff will report to 
the site for work on a daily basis”.  Special Use Permit Application, Attachment F “Site 
Plans”, Sheet C-09, Detail 5 “Dry Swale”, Note 2 states, “Periodic inspection and 
required maintenance must be provided after each rain event”.  It is unclear to us what 
the plan is for conducting and who is available for the inspection and maintenance 
required by this note.  We respectfully request this comment be investigated. 

7. Milton Town Code, Part II, Chapter 180, Article VI, § 180-39.6, Section G.(1)(g) requires a 
decommissioning plan and description of financial surety.  The letter issued to the 
Milton Planning Board regarding the Milton Solar Farm Project by MY Engineering and 
Land Surveying, P.C. on December 14, 2021 provides comment to this decommissioning 
plan.  We have been unable to locate this plan on the town’s website.  We respectfully 
request the decommissioning plan be posted on the town’s website for public viewing if 
it hasn’t already. 

8. The following comment is with regard to the R1 zoning of parcel 176.-2-20.  The Milton 
Solar Farm Project Area Variance Application, Attachment D, Purchase and Sale 
Agreement, Exhibit B “Option Area” (page 11) depicts what appears to be a possible 
future extension of the solar farm onto parcel 176.-2-20.  The Town of Milton Zoning 
Map shows this parcel as zoned R1 and, per the Town of Milton District Schedule of Use 
Regulations, is prohibited from any light industrial uses other than forest and forest 
farming operations.  It is unclear what impact decisions made regarding the Special Use 
Permit application and the Area Variance Application for parcel 176.-2-21 will have on 
the future development of 176.-2-20 and whether these decisions will be precedent 
setting for the many residences zoned R1 adjacent to parcel 176.-2-20. 

 

Finally, it has become clear to us that we need to proactively advocate for our interests, the 
interests of our neighbors, and the interests of the many future families who will be impacted 
by the decisions regarding this project.  This letter is, in part, a response to written and verbal 
comments that have been made which we believe do not properly convey the impact this 
project, as planned, will have (e.g., project leader stating during the December 15, 2021 
Planning Board meeting, “We have concluded that there is no visual impact”).   
 
In order to ensure our concerns are clear and to answer any questions the Planning Board has 
regarding this letter or our concerns, we respectfully request a meeting with the Planning Board 
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to discuss this matter at a time that is mutually agreeable.  Perhaps this meeting could occur as 
part of a site visit as discussed above.   
 
In closing, we as residents of MacArthur Drive, rather than presenting with an obstructionist 
approach, have devoted considerable time and thought to proposing reasonable solutions to 
our (and what we believe should be the town’s) concerns.  We would like to thank you for 
taking the time to read this letter and considering our concerns and for the many hours you 
spend ensuring our community remains a great place to live and raise a family. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jeffrey & Lynn Pohl 
930 MacArthur Drive 
Ballston Spa, NY 12020 
 
Matthew & Sonya Hauser 
932 MacArthur Drive 
Ballston Spa, NY 12020 
 
Peter & Donna Moran 
934 MacArthur Drive 
Ballston Spa, NY 12020 
 
Katja Bock 
936 MacArthur Drive 
Ballston Spa, NY 12020 
 
Stephen & Maureen Lopez 
938 MacArthur Drive 
Ballston Spa, NY 12020 
 
 


